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timberland in Arkansas, that had been wrongly surveyed, and mapped as
lake regions, the case was settled by the presence of living upland trees, as
oaks, that D’r, Cowles found growing in the center of the so-called lake
area. The fact they were there, showed that no lake could have existed
there less than 2,000 years ago.
Miss Ruth Williston, of Oak Park High School, told of her experience

in presenting Plant Geography in a Botany course.
"The Purpose of Political Geography" was given by Prof. W. S. Tower

of the Department of Geography, University of Chicago. He said that
political geography is not analytical for its main purpose is not to take
apart and reveal the character of all the component elements in a country.
It is rather synthetic. Its main object is to show how the various elements
in a country work together in the life of the nation, which occupies that
country. This involves an explanation of how geographic conditions have
influenced (1) the creation of nations as they now are; (2) the relation
of nations to each other; and (3) what the different nations stand for to-
day. Political geography is really the geographic interpretation of peoples.
The discussion was led by Miss Mabel Stark of Normal, 111.
The work of two committees was reported. Mr. Peet of Lewis Insti-

tute explained the "Present Status of High School Physiography." Mr.
James H. Smith of Austin High School, and Mr. Harry B. Clem of Mar-
shall High School, both of Chicago, showed pictures that might be used
as illustrative material for physiography. The motion was carried to con-
tinue the committees another year, and the committee on illustrative ma-
terial was to find out if textbook companies would furnish enlarged pic-
tures of those shown in their textbooks, to be used as a part of the
teachers equipment.
The officers elected for the following year were: Chairman, Mr. C. S.

Winslow of Senn High School, Chicago; Vice-Chairman, Miss Marion
Sykes of Bowen High School, Chicago; Secretary, Miss A. E. Aitchison, of
Cedar Falls, Iowa. GRACE J. BAIRD, Secretary.

BOOKS RECEIVED.
Principles of Cooking, by Emma Conley, Inspector of Domestic Science

for Wisconsin. 206 pages: 12.5x19 cm. Cloth. 1914. American Book
Company, Chicago.

Solid Geometry, by Sophia Foster Richardson, Vassar College. Pages
v+^09. 13.5x19 cm. Cloth. 1914. 90 cents. Ginn and Company, Boston.

Nutrition and Diet, by Emma Conley. 208 pages. 13x19 cm. Cloth.
1914. American Book Company, Chicago.
Household Science and Arts, Boston Public Schools. 256 pages. 13x19

cm. Cloth. 1914. American Book Company, Chicago.
Engineering Workshop Drawing, by Henry J. Spooner, Polytechnic

School of Engineering, London. 128 pages. 23.5x17 cm. Paper. 1914.
(S) 50 cents. Longmans, Green and Co., New York City.
Qualitative Chemical Analysis, by Chalfant E. Bivins, Pratt Institute,

Brooklyn. 190 pages. 20.5x27 cm. Paper. (Wd) 1914. $1.00 net. John
Wiley and Sons, New York City.
Pedagogy of Arithmetic, by Henry Budd Howell, Public School No. 27,

Jersey City. Pages xi+328. 14x20 cm. Cloth. 1914. (C) $1.25. The
Macmillan Company, New York City.
The Grm-Cell Cycle in Animals, by Robert W. Hegner, University of

Michigan. Pages x+346. 13.5x19.5 cm. Cloth. 1914. (W) $1.75. The
Macmillan Company, New York City.

Principles arid Methods in Commercial Education, by Joseph Kahn and
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Joseph J. Klein, College of the City of New York. Pages xiv+439. Cloth.
1914. (A) $1.40 net. The Macmillan Company, New York City.
An Introduction to the Study of Fossils, Plants and Animals, by

Hervey W. Shimer, Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Pages xiv+
450.’ 14x19,5 cm. Cloth. 1914. (W’) $2.40 net. The Macmillan Company,
New York City.

BOOK REVIEWS.
A Laboratory Outline of General Chemistry, by Alexander Smith, Pro-

fessor of Chemistry and Head of the Department of Chemistry of Co-
lumbia University, N. Y. Pages 137. 1914. The Century Co.

This is an excellent manual of general inorganic chemistry for high
schools. It is arranged to go with the author’s text, A Textbook of Ele-
mentary Chemistry. One very strong feature of the manual consists in
the stating of the purpose of the experiment at the outset so that the
pupil may know what he is "driving at.^
There are 87 exercises in the manual, more of course than any pupil

could perform in the time usually allotted to the chemistry course but giv-
ing the teacher a chance to select according to the needs of his class.
The instructions as to the handling of oneself in the laboratory are

given as required, not all "at once. This is a commendable feature of the
book. The preliminary instructions such as those in connection with glass-
working are very good. There is much instruction blended with the di-
rections, as needed. This is a most effective way to handle such instruc-
tion and to correlate the laboratory work and the principles which are
being taught. The wording of the instructions is concise, yet clear. An
excellent laboratory manual. F. B. W.

The Birds of Connecticut�State of Connecticut State Geological and Nat-
ural History Survey, Bulletin No. 20 by John Hal Sage, M. S.j Secre-
tary of the American Ornithologists Union, and Louis Bennett Bishop,
At. D., Fellow of the American. Ornithologists’ Union’, Assisted by
Walter Parks Bliss, M. A.

The state of Connecticut through the Natural History Survey is is-
suing a series of valuable bulletins of natural history. The Guide to In-
sects, Bulletin 16, has been heretofore noticed in these columns. The vol-
ume before us is a book of 370 pages by competent students of birds. It
should be a valuable reference work for any bird student. It has special
value to teachers of zoology from its section on Economic Ornithology by
Mr. Bishop. Some 110 pages are devoted, to this subject with much use-
ful information. W. W.

First Book of Zoology, by T. H. Burlend, M. A., B. Sc., Lecturer in His-
tology and Embryology in the University College of South Wales and
Monmouthshire. Small 12 mo. Pages 159+vi. Figures 105 with 4 col-
ored plates. 1913. 50 cents net. The Macmillan Company.
This is a good book and worthy of consideration in schools where the

time that can be given to zoology is limited and the laboratory facilities
meager. Beginning ^with the ^earthworm it takes up a series of common
animals ending with mammals. The language and style are simple and
direct and the illustrations good. New and important words in the text
are printed in bold-face type, making it easy for the pupil to review and re-
tain the points covered by these words. The treatment of each animal is
thorough and painstaking within the limits set for the work. Suggestive
laboratory directions are added with each chapter. W. W.


